Speaker Biographies
Joyce Coffee

Director of Policy and Research, Department of the Environment 
City of Chicago

Joyce Coffee, LEED AP, is Director of Project Development, Policy and Research for Chicago’s Department of Environment.  She is a member of the Chicago Climate Leader Group that is stewarding the administration and implementation of Chicago’s Climate Action Plan. In particular, she is leading both the Plan’s overall performance measurement effort and its climate change adaptation implementation.  She is also leading a multi-stakeholder effort to create a Chicago Air Quality Agenda.  As Director, she has developed the City’s water conservation, water quality, stormwater management, Great Lakes, bird, and aquatic invasive species policies. Recent initiatives include the Chicago Stormwater Management Ordinance, The Chicago Conservation Corps, The Chicago Invasive Species Ordinance and the Chicago Bird Agenda.  

Ms. Coffee completed her Masters Degree in Urban Planning at Massachusetts Institute of Technology where she focused on innovations in municipal service delivery.  She holds undergraduate degrees in Biology, Environmental Studies and Asian Studies from Tufts University.   She also attended the University of Hanoi, Vietnam under a Henry Luce Fund scholarship. 

Ms. Coffee has worked on industrial environmental management and potable water projects in cities throughout the Asian region for the Unites States Agency for International Development and the World Bank. She is a member of the Alliance for Water Efficiency’s board.

She lives in Chicago with her husband Chuck and their young son.

Adam Freed, AICP

Deputy Director, Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability City of New York

Adam Freed is the Deputy Director of Mayor Bloomberg’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability, which is responsible for implementing New York City’s long-term sustainability plan (“PlaNYC”) and supporting other sustainability efforts in the City. In this capacity, Freed leads the City’s climate change adaptation efforts and chairs the New York City Climate Change Adaptation Task Force, which is working to develop adaptation strategies to secure the City’s critical infrastructure. 

Previously, Freed served as the Assistant Comptroller for NYC in the Office of the New York State Comptroller, where he evaluated large-scale economic development projects and crafted corporate governance strategies for the $150 billion state pension fund. In addition to his work in city and state government, Freed has worked on several city, state, and national political campaigns. Freed received his master's in Urban Planning from NYU and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners. He currently resides on the Lower East Side with his wife and son.

Matt Kuharic

Climate Change Response Coordinator, King County Executive (Washington State)

Matt Kuharic is King County’s Climate Change Response Coordinator in Executive Kurt Triplett’s Office.  Prior to taking this role, Matt was the climate change initiatives lead for King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks. 

In addition to leading the County’s climate work, Matt facilitates the Puget Sound New Energy Solutions consortium of regional leaders from public and private utilities, local governments and regional transit agencies, working to pursue funding for and develop clean mobility, smart grid and energy efficiency projects in a collaborative and coordinated manner. 

Matt also helps lead the County’s energy related stimulus efforts, has developed County policy on addressing greenhouse gas emissions in public and private environmental review processes, worked to capture the environmental attributes of County renewable energy projects and is the lead for a new program to incentivize and enhance biological carbon sequestration and climate resiliency benefits on private lands.  Matt’s current adaptation work is focused on developing a structured and systematic strategy to preparing for the Department of Natural Resources and Parks most important potential climate change impacts, based on a new University of Washington Climate Impacts Group report issued in the spring of 2009.

Matt has a B.A. in geology from Carleton College, Minn. and spent several years researching long term climate change in Tibet and Mongolia before receiving a graduate certificate in Environmental Management from the University of Washington, Seattle. 
Cristina Rumbaitis del Rio, Ph.D.
Associate Director, Climate Change Resilience 
Rockefeller Foundation

Dr. Cristina Rumbaitis del Rio joined the Rockefeller Foundation in April 2007. 

As an Associate Director, Dr. Rumbaitis del Rio helps develop the Foundation’s initiatives regarding building resilience for poor and vulnerable people who will be affected by climate change.

Prior to joining the Foundation, Dr. Rumbaitis del Rio was a post-doctoral fellow conducting research on sustainable development at Columbia University’s Earth Institute. She also did policy research for the United Nations Environmental Program, the U.S. Department of State and other institutions.  She was a recipient of the 1996 National Harry S. Truman Scholarship for Public Service and a Mass Media Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement Science. 

Rumbaitis del Rio received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Columbia University.  She also holds a doctorate in Ecology from the University of Colorado. 

