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Developing ideas
Developing countries from Latin America and Asia are meeting in a new initiative to share
policies that reduce greenhouse gases and could be eligible for United Nations financing.
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While the UN has yet to finalize the formal criteria for NAMAs or
and Vietnam, with the first meeting scheduled this summer. The
the reporting, verification and measurement aspects of the couninitiative may also be extended to Africa. The initial expectation is
tries’ GHG mitigation efforts, it is expected that qualifying projects
that participating countries will talk monthly via video-conferencing
would be eligible for financing from a fund supported by developed
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tations by larger developing country representatives are key to the
NAMAs were among the many issues discussed at the recent
MAIN initiative. The recent Latin American dialogue included preUN Framework Convention on Climate Change talks in Bangkok,
sentations by Mexico. Mexico shared its experience in developing
Thailand, in preparation of the next major climate summit at the end policies that provide incentives to develop small-scale renewables
of the year in Durban, South Africa.
and to establish low-cost energy-efficient housing.
Coordinators of the MAIN initiative hope it informs negotiations
Continued on p2
on the UN’s definition of NAMAs by highlighting concrete projects
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China is likely to be invited to provide presentations to the first
Asian group meeting. “The aim is to connect the people, have
them talk to each other, develop a common understanding, see
how common features can be translated into criteria or standards
which can be helpful to others,” said Kai-Uwe Barani Schmidt, team
leader with the WBI’s carbon finance-assist program.
An integrated bus rapid transit system in Bogota, Colombia, and
a Brazilian auction for renewable energy are nominated by MAIN
coordinators as the types of projects that could fall under the NAMA
definition.
Unlike the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism
(CDM) projects – where developed countries invest in specific
developing country emissions reduction projects – MAIN coordina-
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tors see NAMAs as broader policies that impact entire sectors or a
country as a whole.
Coordinators of MAIN stress there is “real money” on the table for
these projects. Initial financing for NAMAs will come from the $30bn
pledged to the UN by developed countries for developing country
climate change mitigation and adaptation from 2010-2012. Industrial
nations have also agreed to mobilize $100bn/yr in public and private
funds by 2020 for the same purpose – some of which will benefit
NAMAs. Potential NAMA donor countries will attend MAIN meetings
to inform developing countries about their financing priorities.
In the absence of formal UN definitions of NAMAs, there is an
expectation that trial “bilateral” projects between developed and
developing countries will experiment with different models, said
Marcos Castro Rodriguez, environmental specialist with the WBI’s
carbon finance-assist program.
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